
 

 

Public Act 11-44 (sec. 150) Protects People with Epilepsy from 
Dangerous Switching of Medications 

 

This Act which takes effect on October 1, 2011 simply requires pharmacists to receive the consent of the 
patient’s physician before substituting an antiepileptic drug manufacturer or distributor for people with 
epilepsy.  Under current law, if a patient’s physician writes “Brand Medically Necessary” on the 
prescription the pharmacist must dispense the exact medication the physician has requested.  However, 
this law does not cover generic medications.  For generic medications pharmacist may substitute a 
different manufacturer or distributor each time the prescription is filled.  For people with epilepsy, when 
this substitution occurs without notice it can have dire and life changing consequences. 
 

Substitution without Consent is Dangerous 
The Food & Drug Administration allows for variations from one generic medication to the next.  For 
most ailments these variations are not noticeable to the patient.  For people with epilepsy these small 
variations in their seizure medications can have potentially devastating effects, particularly if patients 
are not prepared for the change.  These small variations among generic medication can cause toxic 
effects or breakthrough seizures in people with epilepsy even those people who have been seizure free 
for years. 
 

Pharmacist, Physicians and Patients Need to Work Together 
This Act ensures that the pharmacist play an important counseling role with the physician to protect the 
patient from harmful substitutions.  When a prescribed drug is used for the treatment of epilepsy the 
pharmacist simply dispenses the same manufacturer of the generic medication to the patient.  If the 
pharmacist needs to substitute a new generic medication they must receive the consent from the 
physician via facsimile or e-mail which gives both the physician and pharmacist written notice of the 
consent.  If the pharmacist is unable to reach the physician for consent the pharmacist may exercise 
their professional judgment, granted to them by Statute, to dispense a 72-hour emergency supply to 
their patient.  Following the substitution, the patient will take the necessary precautions to ensure their 
safety. 
 

The Act would Encourage the Use of Generic Anti-Seizure Medication 
Traditionally, people with epilepsy have not had success with generic medications because of the 
variations from one generic to the next.  The Epilepsy Foundation is not and has never been opposed to 
generic medications.  Epilepsy medications can be costly to people with epilepsy and the Foundation 
welcomes generic medicines to lower the cost for individuals.  In order to avoid the dangers and costs of 
having a breakthrough seizure as a result of substitutions the Epilepsy Foundation sought the passage of 
this Act which would ensure a consistent supply of generic medication for people with epilepsy. 
 

This Act has the Support of: 
The Epilepsy Foundation of Connecticut, the Connecticut State Medical Society, the Connecticut 
Neurology Association, the American Academy of Neurology, the American Epilepsy Society, the 
National Black Caucus of Legislators and the 60,000 people and their families in Connecticut that live 
with epilepsy every day. 
 

This Act will improve the lives of 60,000 Connecticut citizens with 
Epilepsy 


